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A 
LET FER 
Writ by the 
L*Bisnor of Sat1sBuURY, 
To the 
L* Biſhop of Cov. and Litchfield, 


Concerning. 


A Book lately Publiſhed, called, 4 Specimen 
of ſome Errors and Defefts, &Cc. 


bl 


&% Book lately publiſhed,. under the 
&S Title of a Specimen of the Errors and 
Defetts in my Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
© 7/0, calls upon me toſay ſomewhat 
gy gg in Juſtification of that Work : 
OE Which 1 intend to do in the ſame 
Method in which I compoled that 
Hiſtory ;. and addreſs it firit of all to you, and then to 
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the Publick, aſter it has paſt under your Cenfure ; 
in which I know you will uſe the fame friendly and 
plain Freedom that you did in peruſing the other ; 
and let nothing paſs, to which you find any juſt, or 
even playfible exgeption. Anid'indeed, if there are 
ſuch Errors inthat Work, as this Specimet pretends to 
diſcover, and puts the world in expectation of more, 
this being offered but as a ſampler, that does not 
amount to above a Third part of what may come at- 
terwards. ; your Lord{hip- muſt ſubmit to, bear ſome 
are of ee Blame WE, 


You know well, that you were the, Perſon that 
preſt me moſt toundertake that work.;-and to encou- 
rage me to it, you promiſed me two very valuable 
things ; the one was,. Fhe Copying-out of all your 
Collettions relating to that time : The Value of this 
can only be judged'by thoſe who have ſeen with what 
an amazing Diligence, and to how vaſt an Extent, 
and in how exa& a Method, all thoſe many Volumes, 
I hadalmoſt fatJ, that Library of ColleCtions, is di- 
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Truth, and for that Great ork, and alſo that moſt 


.obliging Friendſhip with which you had honoured 
'my ſelf, And-you did acquit your ſelf in all Points 


as became. an Honeſt. Man, and a Faithful Friend. 


'Youſpared me 1n nothing ; you made both Raſures;, 


Additions, and Alterations, with ſo much Reaſon, 
and {o true a Judgment, that I all along felt what I 
can never enough acknowledge, how happy I my ſelf 
was, and how great Advantages that work received 
from the ſhare that you were pleaſed to take init. So 
that I hope you will ſuffer me to ſay, that you ought 
to take ſome ſhare likewiſe in the Fault that is found 
with the Hiſtory, and che Reproaches that are caſt 
both on it and on my ſelf. Your Friends have hither- 
toofren blamed you, for being ſo minurely Critical in 
all you do, which as they.do rightly. judge, bas depri- 
ved the :world 'of: a ;great:deal that might have been 
otherwiſeexpetted from you ;: and no man has taken 
the-liberty to complain more of this than my ſelf, 
who have ſeen the almoſt incredible Compaſs and 
Fulneſs of your. Colle&tions,” which indeed feems to 
be beyond what the longeſt bife of any .ons man'could 
Isy together; and hasmademeofteniſay, That if you 
could be :bur at: half ithe: p1ins to bring out your 
Learning. that. you bave keen at to lay it up, never 
man:ſhauld meric ſo much of*he Learned World, as 
you; :might :do..;: This: I canfeſs made me the more 
fecureio Publiſhing my Hort, when it was ſo ftrift» 
ly {uted by: you ;'for I do. ſtill preſerverthe Qopy char 
was ſo careſully peruſed by you. The greateſt-par. 
of it was examined by you when you were in the 
Countrey, out of the Town, and- out - of thax vaſt 


Ap- 


—_ 


th 


Ti Bjip of Sarum Laner 


Application in which you laid your lf fo intirely 
out upon the greateſt Parochial Cure of England, 
that it took up che whole Day conſtantly ; and tho 
you gave the belt part of the Night to: your Study, 
yet I could not have expeCted, that a Wort, in which 
every thing was to have been weighed, could 
have had ſuch a ſhare in thoſe hours as it requi- 
red : Bur you reſerved it for your Retreats into 
the Countrey, and there you anſwered, and even ex- 
cceded my ExpeQation, 


You ſaw there was need of more than ordinary 
care, ſince we could not but expe&, that ey 
thing of a work of this nature would be enqui- 
red into. I confeſs we expected it from: other 
hands. We thought .they of that Church which 
was moſt concerned to blemiſh the Honour of the 
Reformation, would have taken forme pains to have 
diſcredited its Hiſtory, eſpecially when they ſaw ir 
had the Reception which this Author confeſſes 
the World gave it ; he is pleaſed to add; juſtly; 
but ic ſeems this was meant only to: gild | the Pill, 
for he has been at a greax deal of pains to leſſen 
the Credit of it ; with Succeſs, let the world 
judge, I do not beliefe that he did this to ingra- 
tiate himſelf with chem whom. he. chiefly 'grati- 
fies in this: But I do acknowledge, 'T looked 'for 


ps ns ſtrain, from one of our own Com- 
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It was no {mall addition to the Credit of the Work, 
that in the late Reign, it which the Book and the Au- 
thor both were in ſuch Publick Diſgrace, yet nothing 
was then Publiſhed to leflen its Elteem, and that it 
was appealed to by our beſt Writers, as often as Mat- 
ters of Fatt were undet Debate. But 


Quod non fecernnt Barbari, fecerunt Barberini. 


I may be pardoned to quote from Pajquiz, ſince 
he that deals thus with me vouches Athene Oxonienſis. 
I do not trouble my ſelf to find out the Author. 
I am aſſured thet the Neme in the Title page of 
Anthony Harmer isa feigned one 3 nor, as I hear, does 
the Stationer for whom it is printed, know any thing 
concerning him. 


But this 1s a matter of no Conſequence. I am on- 
ly concerned to conſider what 1s ſaid, and not who 
ſays it. And what Reaſon ſoever I may have tolay 
my conjectures on the true Author, yet that is not 


to enter ifito the preſent diſcourſe: only I muſt crave 


leave to ſay, That a Man who pretends to have ma- 
ny Papers in his Hands, and to affirm a great many 
things upon his Single Word, without ſaying upon what 
authority he grounds moſt of his CorreCions, ought 
to have named himſelf Trze,and ro have told how he 
came by his Informations : that if we maſt take thi 
word for every thing that he ſays, without ſea 
into the truth of it, yet at leaſt we might have been 
able to quote our Author, in thoſe things for which 
he is pleaſed to give usno "_ Author but himſelf, 
He 
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He treats me always with ſo much (lighting and con- 
rempt, that it things of that kind could provoke 
me much, I ſhould be obliged to watch over both my 
Thoughts and Pen for fear they ſhould run tco quick. 
He owns thoſe low Thoughts of me, that do indeed 
very well become me to entertain of my ſelf, but look 
not ſo decent inancther, whom to my know ledgel ne- 
ver injured; and whom, if I gueſs right, I have e&n- 
deavoured to ſerve. But it 15 of no great conſequence 
how meanly ſcever, he or any othcrs may. think of 
my Judgment or Learning, ſo long as that work is 
ltke, for ought 1 ſee or can learn, to remain til] as 
entire in its Teputation as ever, after ſuch a. keen at- 


tempt as he has made upon it. 


The Scorn he. lays upon me, and the injurics he 
does me, in charging me with falſbood {2 often, give 
me very little diſturbance: And the prejudices that 
ariſe from ſach a way of Writing, are likelier to turn 
upon himſelf, than to do me much hurt. Thoſe 
things do very ill become Scholars and Chriſtians , 
but worſt of all Men of our Profeſhion, who: ought 
never to be overcome of Evil, but to overcome Evil with 
Good. And therefore tho' the ſtation | am in, did not 
reach him the regards that he owed it, how little fo- 
ever I may deſerve them, yet it obligcs me to write 
in a Stile that becomes it, rather than in that which 
he has deſerved from me. Only min one particular ] 
defire not to be miſtaken, as if the ſoftneſs with 
which I treat him, was intended to Manage and Ca- 
jole him, and ſo to prevent his going on with thoſe 


tartzer Dilcoveries with which he threatens me: For 
no 
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he ſays this was but a Months work at a deſtance from Pog 161. 
his other helps, and that he has only Noted what his 
Memory and preſent Coll: ions ſuggefiedto him: Thw' 
by the way, ones Memory is no very good Voucher,in 
things of this kind: I publiſhed that Work on de- 
ſign to undeceive the World, and to give true rela- 
tions of thinzs; therefore Iam very well pleaſed to be 
informed my ſelf, and to have the World told, tho' 
at my coſt, if I have been miſtaken in any thing. 
Truth is great and muſt prevail: Therefore I do ſo 
earneſtly defire to ſee all that he can ſay of»ehis kind, 
that if he brings out no more, I ſhall be much dif- 
appointed of my hope, and ſhall complain more of 
that, than of all the ill uſage he has given me. 


As to the charge of Falſhood that comes over fo 
often, that it is plain by his frequent repeating of it,that 
he intended it ſhould ſtick. I can and do afhrm it, 
that to wy knowledge, I did not willingly miſtake, 
or miſrepreſent, nor ſo much as ſuppreſs any one 
particular relating to that great TranſpaQtion : If [ 
were called on to ſay this, with the higheſt ſolem- 
nities of Religion, upon Oath, or at the Sacrament 3 
I am ſure I can do it with a good Conſcience, I have 
alſo ſent for Mr. Angus of St. Dunſtans, who was 
then my Amanuenſis, not having leiſure or other op- 
portunities at preſent to enter into the retail of ſmal- 
ler Matters; and have asked him it he can imagine,how 
there ſhould be ſo many miltzkes about Dates in the 
tranſcribing of the Records; for this Author ſcarce 
allows one of them to be true. And therefore he thinks 
little Credit is an? to tie Hiſtory, and that the Re- 
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cords will be of little value if once there appears juit 
reaſor to ſufpeF the Care, or the Fidelity of the Trax. 
fſeriber. And aſſures he the Reader, That of thoſe Dates 
which he has examined, he has found near as many to 
be falje as true. 


Mr. Angus was amazed at this, and faid he was 
ready to tuke his Oath upon it, that tho? he him- 


* ſelf uſed his utmoſt diligence, to examine every Pa- 


per that he copied outz yet I was never ſatisfied 
with that, but examined all over again my ſelf : $9 
that | may ſincerely ſay, what I once writ on a very 
ſolemn occaſion, at the making of my Will when I 
went out of E-gland, that I writ that Work, with 
the ſame fidelity that I ſhould have given an Evi- 
dence upon Oath in a Court of Judicature. 


All this I thiak neceſlary to be ſaid upon this oc- 
caſion ; for I do hereafter expect to ſee this Specimen 
often brought out by thoſe of the Roman Commuy- 
non to overthrow the credit of that Hiſtory, which 
no doubt they will urge with a fort of Tijumph, 
ſince one who ſeems zealous for our Church, does 
charge it with ſo much falſhood. For all this, I do 
not ſuſpe&t this Writer of any Jeaning to Popery, 
his zeal for juſtifying the Marriage of the Clergy, 
upon which ſubject he ſeems to have taken ſome 
pains, is enough to cover him from all ſuch ſufpiti- 
ons. Burt yet he ſeems ſo ſharpred agaii;lt me, that 
rather than not vent his ſpleen, he would furni(h 
them with a Weapon that they will not fail to make 
wc of on many occaſions. He ſeems indeed to have 

ſome 
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ſome zeal for one of the worſt Bodies of the Ro- 
man Communion, the Moxks of the later Ages ; and 
is concerned for the Reputation both of their Mo- 
rals and of their Learning; tho' for their Moreal:, 
where he cenſures me moſt ſeverely for charging 
them with Incontinence, he is pleaſed in the very 
next Leaf to brand them with ſuch Crimes as are 
not to be named among Chriſtians, For their Lear- 
ning, tho? he is pleaſed ro enter the Liſts againſt me, 
yet I have reaſon to believe that he 1s no admirer of ir. 
His ſtudies have been much that way, and it is natu- 
ral for Men to value that much on which they have 
beſtowed much of their time : and perhaps he has 
been Infe&ted by the Rudeneſs and Maledicence that. 
runs through their Writings, to imitate ſo bad a 


Patern. 


He prevents one Objetion to which he ſaw how 
open he was, that he was ſenſible ſomewhat was to 
be ſaid to it. I had invited all that could givemea- 
further light into thoſe Matters, to communicate their 
Remarks or. Diſcoyeries to me, and promiſed both: 
to Retraſt my Miſtakes, and acknowledge from 
whoſe hands I had received better Imformation. But 
in anſwer to this, he ſends me to a paſſage in the 
Second Part of the Athene Oxonienſes, I confeſs. 
I did not expeR to ſee a Writer of his Raxk, deſcend 
ſo low as to cite ſuch a Secribler , eſpecially upon 
ſach an occaſion. That poor Writer has thrown to- 
gether ſuch a tumultuary mixture of Stuff and Tat- 
tle, and has been ſo viſibly a Tool of ſome of the 


Church of Rome, ta Reproach all the greateſt Men 
of 


159 


i be Þ:ſhop of Sarum s Letter . 


of our Church, that no Man who takes care of his 
own Reputation, will take any thing upon truſt that 
1s ſaid by one that has no Reputation to loſe: He 
who has laid together all that the malice of Miſſio- 
naries could furniſh him with, to blemiſh the cr 
of one of the greateſt Men of our Church, who 
was the laſting Honour of that See which I do now 
ſo unworthily poſle(s, I mean Biſhop Jewe/, does but 
follow his ſtroke when he Calumniates my Hiſtory : 
and he who has ſo barbaroully attackt the Memory 
ot my immediate Predeceſlor Biſk.op Ward, who was 
in ſo many reſpe&s one of the greateſt Men of his 
Age , but that had appeared with too much zeal 
againſt Popery, to be ſpared by one of their Faction : 
he, I ſay, does but like himſelf, when he endeavours 
to blacken me with his Calumnies. But what is 
it that this angry Correcter 1\s pleaſed to take up- 
on the word of ſuch an Author? 


He ſays Mr. Fulman complained much that I. had 
not dealt faithfully with him in Publiſhing his Cor- 
reftion of my firit Volume. I have not that deſpica- 
ble Book now by me, ſo I cannot quote the words, 
but this is the ſenſe of them : and upon this the Au- 
thor of the Specimen depends ſo intirely, that he 
thinks he is by it excuſed from uſing me in that 
friendly way that I had propoſed, or in that Chari- 
table method which the Goſpel direfts. It happens 
that | have inthis Inſtance a great variety of proots to 
ſ{hew the falſhood of this Calumny. You know, My 
Lord, in particular, that it was Eiſhop Fel of pions 
«nd bleſſed Mcmory, that engaged Vir. Fu!man to ſend 
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up his Corre@ions to me. You your ſelf, and indeed 
every body eſe, thought they were not of that 
moment, tht they deſerved fo publice a notice as [ 
took of rhem : I confeſs I was of that mind my {clt, 
bur I tRought it was fit for me upon that occalion, tv 
bchave my ſelf ſo as to encourage all others to ſet me 
11ght, if they found I was miſtaken in any particular ; 
and that I might make as much advantage from 
Mr. Fulman as was poſlible, I bore with an odd 
{train of ſourneſs that run through ail his Leiters, 
Biſhop Fe/had prepared me for that; and I cook every 
thing well at his hands. Tin concluſion drew a ihort 
Abſtract of all his Corrections, and ſent it down to 
him to have his approbation of it, beiore it ſhould 
be Printed: for it would have bcen too tedious 
to have publiſhed them ſo largely as he had ſent 
them to me. I ſtaid long for his Anſwer, till the 
Carrier that brought his Letters to me, had come 
up a ſecond time, trom thoſe parts where he lived. 
Lt happened to be in the Month of February, before 
the Sitting of the Oxford Parliament : and Mr. Chi/we// 
thought it might be of ſome Conſequence in the Sale 
of the Work, to have it ready to appear at that 
tine; ſo he preticd a diſpatch : for all (tuck at the 
return which | expected from Vir. F#/man, Burt the 
ſecond Carrier bringing me no Antwer, I took it for 
granted, that.he was fatisfied with che Abſtract that 1 
had ſeat hims fo I put it in the Preſs. But before it 
was Printed off, the third Carrier came, and brought 
me his Anſwer, He was ſaiisfied with the main of 
what I had prepared, only he dcelired that tome Aires 
ration might be made in four or five Articles : and fo 
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careful was [| to gratifie bim in every thing, that tho' 
thele things were of no Conſequence, yet I would 
needs have all to be reprinted : his CorreQions hap- 
pened to be all in one Leaf, ſo that Leaf was only 
reprinted, and paſted to the other half of the Sheet : 
and this will be found in the greateſt part of the Copies 
of the Firſt Edition of my Work, not in them 4d, 
fot 1 ſtopt the Preſs which was working, and reprin- 
ted a Leaf for all that were wrought off ; and the 
reſt were Printed with thofe Amendations. So that 
| both from Mr. Falmar's own Letters, which I ſtill do 
keep, and from this real Evidence, it appears how 
unjuſtly this is laid upon me; and how weak an 
excuſe this will prove for the method in which this 
Anthor has thought fit to deal with me. Since I 
had in that very Inſtance which he gives, ufed that 
Perſon with a Candour, that gave me a right to ex- 
pe fair dealing from all others. 


Yet after all this and a great deal more that I 
might well urge, if I intended te aggravate matters, 
I muſt ſay that I have not ſeen any one thing, re- 
lating to my Hiſtory, that has pleaſed me ſo much 
as this Specimen does, It is plain that here is a Wri-. 
rer who has conlidered thole times and that matter 
with much application: And that he is a Maſter of 
this Subje&z he has the Art of writing skilfully, and 
how much ſoever he may be wanting in a Chriſtian 
Temper, and in the decency that one who owns 
himſelf of our Communion , owed to the Station 
I hold in it; yet in other reſpects he ſeems to be a 
very valuable Man, - ſo valuable , that I cannot with- 


our 
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out a very ſenſible regret, ſec ſuch Parts, and 


ſuch Induſtry , hke to be ſoured and ſpoiled 
with ſo ill a Temper: All the Herefjes and 
Schiſms in the Church have been either ſtarted 
or carried on by Men who have been puffed 
vp with their Knowledge, and have not temper- 
ed it with that Charity which edifieth, As che 
1s a Man capable of making the ſevercſt Obſer- 
vations that the ſubjc& will bear : fo he ſhows 
that he is ſo much ſet on it, and fo inclined 
to diſparage both »7e and my work, that nobo- 
dy who rcads his Specimen, will bulicve that he 
is tender of me, or that he has ſpared me in 
any one thing. So many Remarks that are fo 
very tritling, force a Reader to bcheve , that he 
had a mind to make a great Muſter, and that 
it 'was  meerly want of Matter that led him 
t» make ſo much of things , .on which no 
body; as far as' | can thear, beſides himſelf, ſets 
any value. I confeſs 'I my fclf value his Book 
much morc than 1 find any of the more judicious 
Readers tell: me--they 'do. F value it lo much, 
that !J: do earneſtly delite that al rhoſe who 
have, my Book, | will : likewiſe procure this, as 
the: beſt Apology that I'' know can. be made 
for it--. \Sincein all this Colle&ion,. rhere 1s not 
my one matcrial fault, relating to any oft the 
Trantatoens } of the Retormation 5 and among 
thoſe that he pretendsto find , there 1s not any one 
in which, even he himſelf, who is liberal in accu- 
ting me of Falſhood, xet can charge me with any 
Frard or i!l Deſtgn : So that how much on 
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the reputation of my own Learning or Exait- 
meſs ray be leſſened by this Specimen, there 1s 
nothing brought to overthrow the Truth of the 
Hiſtory, in any important Matter : and if in 
things of no moment there was not all that exact- 
nes uſed that was poſſible, the fault is the more 
pardonable. And after all, ſo the Credit of that Work 
{ſtands unſhaken, let the Credit of the Hiſtori- 
an take its venture, and ſtand or fall as men 
may be diſpoſed to be kind to him, or ſevere 
upon him. 


But after all that has been ſaid in general, it 
1s time now, that I ſhould come to ſpeak more 
particularly to the things contained in his Book : 
I once intended to have examined every one of 
all his Remarks z but your Lurdſhip, as well as the 
rcſt of my Reverend Brethren with whom I ſpoke 
upon this Subje&, were of opinion . that his Re- 
flections on my Hiſtory, were not fuch as could 
deſcrve, that either I my ſelf ſhould ſpend that 
time upon them which they will require, and 
that may be certainly much better improved 3 or 
that I ſhould publiſh any thing of that kind, the 
reading, of which muſt needs be both flat and 
tedious: Since in that great variety which he 
has affe&ed te bring together, there is not any 
one Inſtance that icems to be of any Conſequence. 
Thirteen Years are now paſt ſince I kiniſhed that 
Work, ſo that now many of the things that I 
writ are quitc out of my Head : Yet I have taken 
care-to preſerve all the Notes I then made, fo 
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carefully, that without ſeeking for it elſewhere, [ 
am confident, I could fay enough in my own De- 
fence, 1f I ſhould again open my Papers. But the 
things excepted to here are ſuch trities, that 
I had much rather that the world ſhould believe 
all that he ſays is true, than engage into (© 
fruitleſs a Controverſie. Therefore in Com- 
pliance with your Advice, and which mv ou n In- 
clinations too , I ſhall decline this ingratetul 
Work, and ſhall only offer ſ&mewhat on the 
ſeveral Heads on which he exerciſes his Cen- 
ſure. Which may be reduced to thee four. 


The Firſt are the Recapitulations thatl make 
of the State in which thing» were betore the 
Reformation 3 mn which he triumphs often over 
me, as Jenorant of the Antient Engliſh Hiſtory : 
and not having ſo much as 4 competent knaw- 
ledge of it, nor being converſant enough among 
the writings of the Monks and other Authors 
that lived in the dark Ages, which preceded 
the Light. Indeed I am not at all out of Coun- 
renance to own that. have not much ſtudie!] 
thoſe Authors : The little that I have ſtudicd , 
did not encourage me to go further, than to 
carry 1n my min4 a true view of the fate ot 
the Church. in thoſe times, from which I might 
be able to judge of the Necellity of a Refor- 
mation. The barbarous Stile, the mixture of 
ſo much Fable, the great want of Judgement, 
and the groſs partiality that runs thro the 
Writings of the Aozks, has fo diiguſled me 
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at their Works, that IT confeſs I could never 
ring my felt to read them with Pleaſure, If 
iy orc that has more Patience than I, can 
think it worth the while to! ſearch into thar 
Rulliſh, let him write Vclumes of Amnglia $4- 
fra, and have the Glory ct it for his Pains : 
- And even theſe two Pompous -Volumes 
have rot at all changed my Taſt., To 
dig in Mincs were not to me a more ingrate- 
ful imployment. I am contented to take theſe 
thiigs from ſecond hand, and zm no more out 
Qf «4 ountenance tv own this, than to own that 
I have no Arabick, or that I have not read the 
Talmud: A (tudy after all that I ſhould vaſtly 
prefer to the ether, 1} my Genius and Lei- 
ſure ſhould favour it. After all this, he that 
Recapitulates , as I do in the places for which 
} am cenſured, gives only general views of 
things, to furniſh orcinary Readers with ſowe 
general Notions 3 ſo that ro man expects an 
accuracy in this. Nor does the Hiſtorian here, 
deliver any thing uporr the credit of ſpecial 
Vouchers, but only draws from other Books 
a ſhort fie of paſt times, to give an Intro- 
duction to what he himf{clr is to open : He nei- 
ther pretends tro be cxa& nor particular : and 
fo the view he gives 13 upon the main true 3 
this 15 never to be jurther canvaſied. This Author 
has very probably examined the Axaſtich Wri- 
tcrs, and eſpecially in the point of the Celiba- 
cy of the Clergy, more minutely than I have 
Gone : and fo he is very full of diſdain, and 
comes 
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oy comes over with it very often, that I am ign0- 
If rant of the Ancient Engliſh Hiſtory: 1 own it, 
= as to that part in which he:charges me, and 
at if I had not been engaged in that. Work, 1 
;- ſhould have continued ' {till much Þ- more 1gno- 
| rant than I am; without either. remorſe-' or! 
og ſhame. I confeſs that made me go further than 
_ otherwile I ſh:uld ever have done, and much+ 
* further than ever I ſhall do again : but he is: 
ſe not ſatisfed wuh my proficiency, .and I muſt 
It bear his difpleature. But, after all this,. F muſt: 
at now ſay ſomewhat to your Lordſhip, and by 


@ the good leave of my Moſt Learned  rother, My 
y Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, to him likewiſe, 


"ik whom I take the hberty to call in kere for 
it my excuſe, without asking his leave ; he being: 
h now at ſuch a diſtance. It was on: you both, 


»f that 1 chiefly depended as to the CorreCtion 
y of my Work : and all the World knows. how 


n exat you both . are in thoſe matters. I remem- 
- ber well I: deſired; you to: look particularly in- 
il to thoſe Recapitulations, that went / -into'/ the 
= dark Ages. I ' thought I had good Authority 
fo for all [ taid, bur I lefr it to :you - tO judge 
'V whether I had or not: .iam:ſure I never pre» 


4 tended to jufſtifie | any.. thing after | either: - of 
you. found fault with. 1t. I had all:reaſon to 
" bejieve .that- you had all poſſible zeal for has 


” ving our: Reformation: ſo. opened, that its: His 
a ſtory ſhould appear with credit, and be liable 
6 to few exceptions: you; both :had: alſo! given 
4 me good reaſon to belieye that you had ſome 
care 
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care of my part in it, fo that I conclude that 
either this Critick is miſtaken in ſome of his 
Remarks z or, that you did not think ſuch a 
minutene(s was neceſlary, when a ſhort Abſt: act 
was only propoſed. It 'feems by this Au- 
thor, that your Lordſhip, whom I have often 
thought too exad, and by Conſequence too 
ſlow in all that paſles through y our hands, 
has been in this too haſty, and too ſuperfi- 
cial : and. perhaps you will receive this as a 


fort of, Reprimand, which may oblige you- 


hereafter to be yet more exa# and more f{-w 
than you have hitherto been. But thre is 
no need of all this Caution, ſwcelI hope all the 
World - will impute the looſcneſs and omitii- 
ons which are tlamed by the. Specimen,” and 


that were let paſs! by you., rather to. your 


true Judgment, that led you to. conclude rhat 
too full. an exaQnets in ſuch. a. ;part of Hi- 
ſtory, is ias . vicious ati. Abundance, as. the full- 
ne of | theaccouht- m : what i8-/to '/be related, 
is necfary and inthipentable..- Yet it s no 


ſmall] comfort to my £1f, and: no little honour 


to the Work, that in fo valt a: variety of Re- 
capitulations, 28,arc rmhade mn both Volumes; . he 
tould Gnd fo. little, and” that:-too; fo enconfides 
cabte, | for] an 'entettainment - to his 1/ Hlamnony + 
but I. muſt not build too much. en- this,” tit} 
I fe: what / the Teſt of his performances may 
produce, whech I mult =gam rel] ham, : I expect 
fron hw; otherwiſe. I all not mnke ham for - 
* ws: of his word... -' - -- LIT 23 
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_ A ſecond Head of Cenſures is the many 
Dat's that he finds to be amiſs, upon which 
he gives other dates, without deſcending fo 
low as. to, tell from whence::he had thern *: 
which: 1s a way of, writing that no man ought 
to aſſume, when he is cenſuring another, «: 
pecially when he appears under a difguiſed 
name. As, for the dates he queſtions , I confeſs 
[ cannot tel] what to ſay to them, -unleſFI 
ſhauld. enter a new upon that ' whole miitter*: 
Many of them I had from. your Lordſhip, and 
I am ſure yours are right, it the Authors 
from whom you took them, are /not in the 
wrong. Others I took out of the ſeyeral Offices, 
from which I, gathered my Materials: 1 might 
have writ them wr-92, or Collati then '2009 


negligently 3.07 perbaps he is in the wyoug wheti. 


he pretends to ſet tne right. He ſays he has made 
his Obſervations upon the Second Edition, 


which in the Title page is fail ro be CorreSed: 
Yet he who will teach us all exaftneſs, ſhoult 
have held tothe /#,- for it way:that only that I 
took care of, and left all Editions fince 16 he 
Bookſellers care ; So''I {am only” arifiverable 


for the firſt. Probably: the Errata 1 drew qut 
in the firſt, were Correfed im the Second 'Edi- 
tion, and o_ that accoumt it might be ſaid ro 
be CorreFed 

crept into it, 'eſpecially in/Figutes. 


: but! more new ones might have' 


Whet\' 


20 So The © Biſbopof Sarum's*Lert er, 


r . 
* When any thing of moment ſeems to de- 


Pap. 3- 


pend upon a Date, it 1s -in'that caſe neceſ]a- 
ry to uſe great 'Caution for fixing it right: 
but -in the Courſe of a Hiſtory, where ordi- 
nary.' Tranſactions occurr , about which there 
has been no Controverfie, one 'may ately take 
Dates from. the common Writers. If then I 
have often. followed either Fox or Goodwin, I 
do not think my ſelf lyable to a juſt Cen- 
ſure, -tho' -the Date ſhould be found to be 
wrong. But here 1s one thing, that docs 
very much offend this Author, that I have 
queſtioned- the Exactneſs of the Clerks in the 
exrolling of Dates : tor he thinks that the Honour of 
the whole Nation is much concerned in the 
Truth of. Records, I confeſs, I thought the Ho- 
nour of. Nations was not ftruck''at 'as oft, as 
the Diligence of any* Clerk: - was: queſtioned, 
We. know:that. notwithſtanding: 'the- Religious 
Gare; of the Copiersof Bibles,” mariy -of whom 
have. been Morke;.and fo: they afe hore par- 
acularly .under.«2his - Authors iProteftion; yet 
the different Readings -make-'a* ponjperetit Vo: 
lame,; -and tho'thd Dates of :the' R35im Liws 
haye.-been, andthatzjulltlp? tov?" eſteemeJ* one 
af . the- ſureſt;, Helgs £7 Chrowology 5 yet the [.car- 
ned. Gethofred:,': amt: 'Balnze have undertaken 
te; prove .thagivery anang-ioÞ, them are wrong, 
Ax 12 gthe ccorreftedt >:Copits.* * When® theſe 
Matters were frefber with. 'me;7- than they are 
now, I could have given him many Proof; 


of, that Aſſertion, which yet is no Aſſeveration 
Lt 4 


as 
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as he is pleaſed to call it : nor do I afſert any 
thing of the Record there in queſtion, but ſay 
only in general, that. the Enrolments are not 
always -exat as to Dates; and he mult -love 
ContradiQtion.for ContradiQion's lake, that will 


quatrel with this, |Tf,,one diQates.| to ano- 
ther, it is eaſy to miſtake #hirsy ' for thirteen, 


or to 'write eighteen for twenty eight, Or thir- P.28,121,153, 


teew for twenty three; or ſometimes to omit 
the Decimal, Figure. After, all, no deligned 


Miſtake appears to be; among; all theſe. that p, ,,., 


he reckons up : ſothere is nether Fravd in. all 


this, aor Felfiry, a word that ſome of his 


Friends think it . would have become. him to 
uſe more ſparingly. | | 


- But: to conclude this Head} I promiſe you, 
that' as ſoon. as he has. gone through with his 
whole Undertaking, and that he gives me 
reaſon to believe that his CorreQtion of Dates 
is wel-grounded, I will takes care that, none 
of them {hall be forgotten, but will corre& all 
by them, if my Hiſtory comes to be printed 
again ; for I defire nothing ſo much as to 
find out the Truch, even in the ſinalleſt and 
the leaſt important Matters: And I--ſhall not 
decline- to own my, Miſtakes, whenſoever a 
full Conviction is offeret| me, though it_ be. ac- 
compahtied with i all the Rydeneſs, of which 
this Specimen has given ſo many blunt, but 
deligned Stroaks. 
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The third Head to which theſe Cenſures do 
belong, is the Conjeures that I was put to make 
in ſome places, where my [Materials 'were de. 
fetive*: Upon ſome of thele he-falls, and thinks 

4 thar he has evinced that they are groundleſs. If 
he had overthrown what Thad affirmed: as cer- 
tain, there had been ſome cauſe of Triumph : But 
I cannot imagine what harm'it can do, either to 
a-Man or 'to his Work, that when he 'is put to 
gueſs, it is found that he gueſſed wrong in ſome 
tew Particulars : Yet after all, if I had a mind 
to value my ſelf upon my Conjeures, it is plain, 
that many of thoſe I made in the firſt Volume, 
are juſtified in the Second ; and many of the De- 
fetts that he ſupplies by the Papers which he has 
found, and that I never ſaw, juſtify others of my 
Conjeftures : So that if it appears from his Specr- 
men, that I gueſſed ſometimes wrong, it 1s no leſs 
evident that I was much oftner right in my Con- 
jedtures. - Nor is ita fair way, when one ſtudies 
to expoſe another, for gueſſing wrong, only to 
attack the ConjeQure it ſelf, without examining 
the Grounds on which it was made: for if the 
Grounds were but ſpecious and plauſible, they 
may ſerve to juſtify the Conjecture, even where 
there appears better reaſon to lay it aſide. 

Pag. 57. He is offended, becauſe Judgments that I gather- 
ed in the firſt Part, happen to be contradicted by 

what is related in the Second. Now a more can- 

did Cenſurer would rather have made an Infe. 

rence from that in favour of my Sincerity ; and 

have gathered from it, that I was not biaſſed by 

| any 


# IVIETTY) 


WIIMM 


"70 the By. of Cov. and Litchfield. 23 


any partiality to my own prejudging, but that I 
tell Truth, even though it happens: to diſparage 
or detratt from what I had formerly: writ. '1n 
fine, he thinks I ſay many things as Embelliſh- 


er, 


ments to my Hiſtory, that are not well-grounded. 


Theſe. are indeed {mall Matters, and they prove 
to be yet much ſmaller, when they .are doubt- 
fully propoſed : and whatever the fri impor- 
tance of the words zo doubt may be, which has 
drawn ſuch an angry Remark-from him, yet in 
common uſe, it ſignifies no more than a Conje- 
Aure, of which one believes himſelf pretty well 
aſſured. | 


But one Prejudice-ſtill remains againſt all-Con- 


jeQures in. Hiſtory, ſince it ought to be a f{evere 
recital of Matters: of Fact, without the 1nter- 
mixture of CopjeFures and: Inferences : Which 
not being certain, as they ought not to þe recei- 
ved, ſo they ought not to be propoſed neither, 
ſince they prepofſeſs and often miſlead - the Rea- 
der. It were enough, in anſwer to this, to cite 
the Authority of the moſt eſteemed Writers of 
Hiſtory that have frequently practiſed it ; in par- 
ticular of Padre Paulo, whole Hiſtory of the 
Council of Trext TI acknowledg I made my Pat- 
tern : And that I might copy after it with ſome 
Reſemblance and Succels, I read it over fiye cor 
ſix times before I ſet about that Work. If a 
Man is to write Memoirs, he mult keep cloſe to 
his Vouchers ; but when he writes a Hi//ory, on 
a Subjet of much Conſequence, and that was 


tranſaQted long before his own Time, and that it is 
D 2 viſible 
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viſible that many of the moſt valuable Papers re- 
lating to it, are loſt, but that enough remains to 
give him a right view of the whole, and a 
Fhread to. guide himin it, he may certainly find 
many Hints of Things, which ſince he cannor 
lay before his Reader as Hiſtorical Faifs, he 
may and: ought to. ſuggeſt them as Probabilities. 
And he who forms a true CharaQter of a Man, 
from - ſome of - his ſecreteſt Papers, can frame 
Judgments, and ſee Likelyhoods that could never 
come in the way of one who only reads. his 
Work ; but does not dwell ſo long upon it, nor 
turn it ſo much in his Thoughts as he himſelf has 
done : And yet the offering of theſe may be ne- 
ceſſary, ſince they may be of uſe to let his Rea- 
der ſee further than he would do without them. 

Pag. 8:, Por inſtance, he is angry for my taking notice 
of Bonner's writing to his Friends for Puddixgs 
and Pears. T muſt deſire you to obſerve his In- 
genuity in this, ſince my RefleQion did not fall 
upon- theſe words. of Bonner, but on his ad- 
ding, that if his Friends did not furniſh him 
with them, he would give them to zhe Devil, 
to the Devil, and- to all the Devils. Now this 
from a Biſhop in Afliftion, writing to his private 
Friends, ſhewed a ſtrange kind of Brutiſb: levi- 
ty; and the obſerving of that was not below the 
Majeſty of Hiſtory, ſince Bonner aCted ſo great a 
Parr, during the whole time that I write upon ; 
{0 that ſuch a Stroke as th#, in my poor Opinion, 
ought-not to have been ſuppreſled, 
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F come now to the fourth and laſt Head of the 
Specimen which relates to thoſe additional Diſcave. 
ries that he-has made. He calls chem the Defets of 
my Hiſtory ; how juſtly I leave to you, who are a 
true Critick in the uſe of Words. According to 
my ſenſe, a Defe# isa vitious want of that with 
which one might have ſupplied himſelf, if he 
had' not been too careleſs. 1 cannot fee what I 
could have done more than I did, to be well In. 
formed, TI put Advertiſements in Gazettes, deli- 
ring the affiftance of all that could furniſh me with 
Materials. TI let two Years and a half paſs be- 
tween the publiſhing my firſt, and ſecond Vo- 
lume: I didin the firſt deſire the aſſiſtance of all 
the Learned and Curious Men of the Nation: 
F went through all the Offices and Records that 
were about London or Weſtminſter: T went to 
Cambridge, when I underitood that Arch-Biſhop 
Parker's Manuſcripts were there. I was upon 
going to: Oxford, had not Biſhop Fell let me know 
that he was informed, they had nothing worth 
my Journey, that was not already printed. I 
met with great | Aſſiſtances from many Learned 
Men, all which I gratefully and publickly ac- 
knowledged, and made the beſt. uſe of them 
that I could. IT do not ſee what more I could 


do. 


Your Lordſhip and ſeveral others of my wor- 
thy Friends, fer all Perſons that you thought ca. 
pable of afliſting me, on work for Materials. 


That Great and good Man who was then Lord 
Chan- 


mm 
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. Chaxcellour, the late Earl of Nottingham{ did on 


many Occaſions recommend rhe procuring Ma- 
terials for me in the moſt effetual manner. 
Their Majeſties molt deſerving Attorney Gene: 
ral that now is, was pleaſed without my pre- 
{uming to give him the trouble, to viſit and ex- 
amine ſome Offices for me in the Countrey. 
If our Author has been an Inquiſitive Man of ſo 
long a ſtanding, (he pretends to be longer, for he 
tells us of what he obſerved 20 Years ago) he could 
not but hear of all this, ſo there was occaſion offer- 
ed, and Time given for him to have contributed 
out of his ſtore. If I had refuſed any help that had 
been offered me, or had not look'd our and got 
together all that could be had; It I had either cal- 
led for no Aſſiſtance, preſuming on my own In-= 
duſtry ; or if I had made {6 mucli haſte, that I had 
prevented even the diligence of Learned Men, 
here had been great occaſion tor Ceaſure. But he 
has got a Conncil-Book of the laſt tour Years of 
King Edward the ſixth's Reign, and this muſt be 
brought out with grear Pomp to reproach the 
Defeits of my Work. I had rhe Book of the firſt 
two Years of that Reign. But though it was 
freely given me, I thought it did of right belong 
to the Crown, and delivered it in to be kept a- 
mong the Council-Books : it this Author does 
the ſame with his, then his Quotations out of it 
may be examined. They make indeed the Va- 
luableſt part of his Book. But neither theſe, nor 
any thing elſe he ſays, can be of any value, till 
he gives Limſelf his true Name, that ſo one may 
know how to look into, or examine thoſe things 

that 
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that he pretends to have in his Hands. 


I have now gone as far as I can in ſo general 
a way ; when your Lordſhip or any other Per- 
ſon whoſe Judgment is of weight with me, ad- 
viſes te to deſcend into further Specialties, I 
ſhall not decline it. Yet if I had any Inclina- 
tion to it, I think ſtill it is beſt to make one 
Work for all, and to ſtay till he brings forth that 
which he has in Reſerve ; for I will ſtill hold him 
to it : he muſt either give the World a great deal 
more, or he muſt expeCt to be thought to have 
infinuated that which he cannot perform. Only 
when he writes next, I wiſh he may do it with 
a better Spirit, and in a decenter Stile, He who 
knows ſo much, cannot judg ſo ill, as not to ſee 
that the attacking a Man's Reputation, but eſpe- 
cially a Biſhop's, 1n ſo great a Point, as is that of 
his Trath and Fidelity, upon which the Succeſs of 
all his Labours, and the Credit of his whole 
Life and Miniſtry does depend, is not a flight 
thing, and is not to be attempted, unleſs one is 
very well aſſured, that- what he objeQts, is not 
only juſt in it ſelf, but that it is incumbent oa 
him to do it. The Fame of a Man is a moſt va- 
luable thing ; and-the Rules of Charity, and a- 
gainſt DetraiFion and Slander, are delivered in 
ſuch weighty Strains in the New Teſtament, 
that it is no ſinall matter to make fo bold with 


them. 
The 
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The Years I have ſpent in the Service of the 
Church, the Labours I have undergone, and | 
the Station I am in, deſerve at leaſt. a modeſt and 
decent treatment: and my Diligence in that Hj- 
fory, the Deligns I purſue through it all, and | 
that Sincerity arid Candor that even Enemies 46 
acknowledg, appears in its Contexture ; the great 
Additions I had made to what was -formerly 
known, and the general Acceptance with which 
it has been emtertained, both at Home and 
Abroad, ought to have made a- Man to. have 
thought well of what he did, before he had at- 
tack'd it at all: but if he was fo full of his 
Matter, that he was not to be reſtrained, at leaſt 
he ought to have writ it in another manner, 
with another Air, and wm a Strain of Civility 
(I had almoſt ſaid Reſpe#) ſutable ro the SubjeR, 
and ſuch as my way of Writing had delerved. 


If this Author is ſo made, that nothing of all 
this touches him; I am ſorry for it, T will not 
treat him more roughly ; but muſt deſpair of 
working on him ſoas todohim good: T ſhuuld think 
it a very particular Happineſs, to be able to turn 
{uch a Man to a better Mind, from that Sour- 
neſs which prevails over him at preſerr, He 
{cems capable of better and greater things; but 
till his Capacity and his Induſtry are fundifed to 
him, at another rate than this Specimen ſhews, 
he is a much worſe Man for them, and will have 
a much greater Account to make at the laſt 
Day. 
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2 Trouble. 
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Windſor, Your Lordſhip's moſt, AﬀeQionate 
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BOOKS written by 
Gitsverct BuRNET, D. D. 
now Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 


be Hiſtory of the Reformation of the Church of England, -in 

2 Volumes. Folis. 

———Abridgment of the ſaid Hiſtory. 0Fav. 

—_— - as wagon of ay _—_ _T 

——H ighes of Princes in di ot Kccleſiaſtical Bee 
nefices and Arr nord Oftaue. es 

———Life of Wilkom Bedel, D. D. Bifhop of Kilmore'in Ireland ; roge- 
with che Copies of cercain Letrers which paſſed between Spais and 
England in matter of Religion, concerning the general Morives tothe 
Roman Obedience : Berwcen Mr. Fames Wadſworth a late Penfioner of 
the Holy Inquiſi:ion in Sevil, and the ſaid William Bedel then Miniſter 
of the Goſpe! in Syffolk. Oftavo, 

— —Some Paſſage: of che Life and Death of obs late Earl of Rg- 
cheſter. Oft.rvo. w- 

—— ——£xaniination of the Lerter writ by the late Adembly-General of 
of the Clergy of France to the Proreftants, inviting them to returnto 
their Communion; together with the Methods propoſed by them for 
their Conviction. Oftavo. 

— A Colic&ion of ſeventeen Trafts and Diſcourſes written in the 
Years 1687 to 1685, incluſive. Quarto. | 

—A Second Volume, or a Colle&ion of eghtcen Papers relating to 
the affairs of Church and State during the wn ou King Janes che 
Second, With twelve others publiſhed a lictle before and fince the 
lace Revolution, to Chriſtmas, 1689. 

——Fiſt Sermon at Bow-Church 3 March 12, 1689. Lake 19. 41, 42. 

——F:f} Sermon before the Queen ; July 16, 1690, On Pſal. 85. 8. 

——— Thankſgiving-Sermon before the King and Queen ; 0b. 19, 1690, 
On P/al. 144. 10. 11. 

2 ———qr__ before the King and Queen; April 19, 1691, On 

at. 82. 1, 
Thank!giving-Sermon before the King and Queen; Nov. 26. 1691, 

On Prov. 20. 28. 

——Sermon at the Funeral of Robert Boyle, Eſq; 7an.7. 1691, On 
Eccleſ. 11. 26. 

——A Diſcourſe of the Paſtoral Care. 0#au0. 1692, 


Dr, 


